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ABLAZE WITH THE LOVE OF JESUS

A TRIBUTE
Mother Anna Mary Bernadette Kispotta
Foundress of The Congregation of the Daughters
of St. Anne, Ranchi :
On her 55th Death Anniversary
16th April 2016.

[Bernadette News Letter 16 April 2016/No. 1 ]

Message

Fifty five years have passed since Mother Anne Mary Bernadette
left this world to be in the arms of the heavenly Father after a life
dedicated to God and his mission. We give thanks to God for the
gift of her person, her life and above all the charism with which she
founded the Congregation of the Daughters of St. Anne, Ranchi.
On her 55th Anniversary, we have special reason to rejoice as the
Archbishop of Ranchi, Cardinal Telesphore P. Toppo after
consulting the Regional Bishops Council of Jharkhand -Andamans
(Jhaan) has formally written to the Sacred Congregation for the causes of Saints, to
obtain the nulla osta (No objection) for the initiation of Process of beatification for our
saintly Mother.

This 1s a time for rejoicing and thanksgiving but above all it is a time for prayer. I appeal
to each one of you to ardently pray that the virtuous life of our Foundress may be
recognized by Holy Mother the Church. As exhorted by her, let us do penance specially
in this Jubilee Year of Mercy and the Special Year Dedicated to Fr. Constant Lievens.

This small Newsletter attempts to give a brief glimpse into important events in the life of
Mother Bernadette.

Sr. Linda Mary Vaughan, D.S.A.
Superior General
= Sargaon House,
' A child is born to us!

2 June 1878, Mary Bernadette, the first
child of Puran Prasad Kispotta and
Paulina born in a Gossner Evangelical
Lutheran Church  (GEL) family at
Sargaon, now in Jharkhand, India




TN | = [6.Junc 1878, - baptized Khrist
‘ - ! Anandit Ruth in GEL Church.
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AGE 5 Bernadette is taken
to Ranchi and admitted in
the Primary School
Bethesada of GEL Church.
Lives in the Pastor’s house,
and is treated like his own
daughter.

BETHESDA GIRLS' SCHOOL F After some time the Pastor
il L Sl sends Bernadette to a girls’
e hostel. She is a serious and
enterprising  student and
becomes an example for
others.

31 July 1890, Mary Bernadette professes the Roman
Catholic faith. She is captivated by the veneration given to
the Blessed Virgin Mary of Lourdes in the Catholic Church.
With Baptism she receives the First Holy communion and is
given a new name; Mary Bernadette. After that she could
join the school run by Loreto nuns in Ranchi.

In few years from then, motivated by the service of the
Loreto nuns, Bernadette thought of serving her own country
and people like those “Mothers”. Three other school
companions: Cecilia, Veronica and Mary, had similar idea,
for which they decided not to marry.

According to the custom of the community the marriage was
arranged for Bernadette and her companions, as soon as they
finished their schooling. Various efforts were made to
convince them for marriage and even allurements were




given, but they remained firm in their conviction. Bernadette was their natural leader.

24 May 1897, Mary Bernadette and her three companions are accepted by the Church
authorities as members of a Sodality.

26 July 1897, The Four girls are admitted as Postulants in a new Congregation, the
Daughters of St. Anne, Ranchi.

6 February 1899, Mary Bernadette and her three companions are admitted to the
Novitiate, which lasted for two years and two months.

8 April 1901,

Bernadette and her three companions
Cecilia, Veronica and Mary take their First
Vows, after having undergone their
novitiate under the Loreto Sisters.
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26 July 1906, The four girls take the
Final Vows. The family members and
relatives finally accept their new way
of life, which was totally new to their
culture.

1 November 1903 — 31 October 1906, Sr. Mary Bernadette is
appointed the First Superior General of the Congregation.

21 November 1915 — 31 December 1918, Mary Bernadette is
appointed the Superior General of the Congregation for the
second term.

14-29 July 1949, Mary Bernadette suffers from Hemaptysis
(Tuberculosis) and is admitted in the Holy Family Hospital,
Mandar, in the last days of her life, she shows great patience and
forbearance. Her words were, “how little is my suffering than that
of Jesus!” Surrendering herself fully into the hands of the nurse
she uttered “Lord! I want to come to you but not my will, but
your holy will be done.”

16 April 1961, She breathed her last in the presence of novices
and Religious Sisters amidst prayers and ejaculations in St.
Anne’s Mother house.




5 November 1995, The Holy remains of Mother Anna Mary Bernadette and her three

§ companions: Cecilia, Veronica
| and Mary are taken from the
% ‘ Tamtam cemetery and with due
respect are transferred to the
monument  built in  the
courtyard of St. Anne’s Mother
® House, Ranchi.

16 Aprll 2013 The 52nd Death Anniversary of Mother Anna Mary Bernadette is
celebrated with great solemnity at St. Mary’s Cathedral Ranchi. The Holy Eucharist of
the day was presided over by His Eminence Telesphore P. Cardinal Toppo, Archbishop
of Ranchi. A great number of Priests, Religious Sisters, Brothers and the faithful

witnessed the auspicious occasion.

24 July 2015, The JHAAN (Jharkhand - Andaman) Regional Bishops Council approves
the initiation of the process of beatification of Sr. Anna Mary Bernadette Kispotta, the
Foundress of the Congregation of the Daughters of St. Anne Ranchi.

The Local Church seeks the no objection from the Sacred Congregation for the Causes of
saints, Rome for the process of beatification of Mother Anna Mary Bernadette, Foundress
of the Congregation of the Daughters of St. Anne, Ranchi

November 2015, A brief biography of Mother Anna Mary Bernadette Kispotta is
submitted to the office of the Causes of Saints in Rome.



